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Unit Focus

In the second unit of study, students will continue to comprehend and engage with a variety of texts. There will be an increased focus on
interacting with nonfiction texts with emphasis on summarizing, drawing inferences, and identifying/supporting main ideas and details from the
text. Additionally, students will write informational pieces. Students will begin taking an in-depth look at Asian countries and their cultures,
focusing on the five themes of geography and the seven elements of culture. Students will continue to explore current events in order to be
informed citizens. After studying several Asian countries in class, students will then individually examine various aspects of a country of their
choice and communicate their learning effectively in writing. They will organize their ideas, use relevant evidence to develop the topic, explain
with domain-specific language, and provide a concluding statement to summarize ideas. Lastly, students will understand how to document a
variety of resources in a works cited list. The primary instructional materials for this unit may include: Crabtree Publishing Company Lands,
Peoples, and Cultures Series, Homeless Bird, The Breadwinner, and A Long Walk to Water, Year of Impossible Goodbyes, Prentice Hall
Geography Tools and Concepts.

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

Common Core
English Language Arts: 6

Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English
grammar and usage when writing or
speaking. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.1
Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.2
Interpret information presented in

T1 (T20) Student Lens: Active readers think critically about what they read.
T2 (T1) Teacher Lens: Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of texts
in order to become independent, critical thinkers.
T3 (T21) Student lens: Powerful writers think critically about what they write.
T4 (T2) Teacher lens: Students will be able to thoughtfully produce text for a broad range of
audiences, purposes and tasks.
T5

Thematic:  Students will gain an understanding and appreciation of how culture impacts the
world around us.

T6
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diverse media and formats (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively, orally) and
explain how it contributes to a topic,
text, or issue under study. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.6.2
Write informative/explanatory texts to
examine a topic and convey ideas,
concepts, and information through the
selection, organization, and analysis of
relevant content. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.6.2
Analyze in detail how a key individual,
event, or idea is introduced, illustrated,
and elaborated in a text (e.g., through
examples or anecdotes). CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.6.3
Produce clear and coherent writing in
which the development, organization,
and style are appropriate to task,
purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific
expectations for writing types are
defined in standards 13 above.)
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.4
Include multimedia components (e.g.,
graphics, images, music, sound) and
visual displays in presentations to
clarify information. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.6.5
With some guidance and support from
peers and adults, develop and
strengthen writing as needed by
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or
trying a new approach. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.6.5
Use technology, including the Internet,
to produce and publish writing as well
as to interact and collaborate with
others; demonstrate sufficient
command of keyboarding skills to type
a minimum of three pages in a single
sitting. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.6
Compare and contrast the experience

Social:  Students will think critically about social interactions within a global community. 

Meaning

Understandings Essential Questions

U1 (U103) Readers support their
conclusions (inferences and interpretations)
by citing appropriate evidence within the
text.
U2 (U300) Effective readers use appropriate
strategies (as needed) to construct meaning
from texts.
U3 (U304) By comparing texts, readers
often gain greater insight into those texts.
U4 (U703) To be effective, written and
spoken text (arguments, explanatory,
narrative) must be supported with sound
evidence, sufficient detail, and/or valid
reasoning.
U5 (U702) Each genre of writing follows
specific organizational patterns and
techniques to elicit an intended response
from the reader.
U6 (U803) There are clear rules and laws for
acknowledging and documenting sources
that have influenced production of the task.
U7 (U801) Clear and focused questions help
researchers find desired information and
refine the topic/thesis statement.
U8

Thematic:  Appreciate the impact of various
cultures on the global community. 

Q1 (Q206) How do I make and support
conclusions/interpretations/inferences/opinions?
(K-12)
Q2 (Q108) How do people, events, and ideas
change/develop within the text? (K-12) Whose
voices are heard/not heard? (6-12)
Q3 (Q207) What connections/insights can I gain
by comparing two or more texts? (K-12)
Q4 (Q101) What are my strategies for reading
this text? How do I know if they are working? (K-
12)
Q5 (Q802) How do I find information on my
topic? (K-1) How do I use my own expereinces
and available sources to guide my research? (2-
12)
Q6 (Q807) Why and how should I document my
sources? (2-12)
Q7 (Q803) How do I organize and synthesize
information? (3-12)
Q8 (Q704) How do I develop and revise my
writing using appropriate tools and techniques?
(3-12)
Q9

Thematic: How are global issues impacted by
geography and culture? 

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

Knowledge Skills

S1

Compare and contrast the experience of
reading a story, drama, or poem to listening or

© Eduplanet21 2018 Page 11 of 13 Report produced on: Tue, January 02, 2018 at 4:04 PM



of reading a story, drama, or poem to
listening to or viewing an audio, video,
or live version of the text, including
contrasting what they "see" and "hear"
when reading the text to what they
perceive when they listen or watch.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.7
Conduct short research projects to
answer a question, drawing on several
sources and refocusing the inquiry
when appropriate. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.6.7
Integrate information presented in
different media or formats (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively) as well as in
words to develop a coherent
understanding of a topic or issue.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.7
Gather relevant information from
multiple print and digital sources;
assess the credibility of each source;
and quote or paraphrase the data and
conclusions of others while avoiding
plagiarism and providing basic
bibliographic information for sources.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.8
Compare and contrast one author's
presentation of events with that of
another (e.g., a memoir written by and
a biography on the same person).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.9
Compare and contrast texts in different
forms or genres (e.g., stories and
poems; historical novels and fantasy
stories) in terms of their approaches to
similar themes and topics. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.6.9
Draw evidence from literary or
informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.6.9
By the end of the year, read and

viewing a version of text

S2

Compare and contrast text in different forms
and genres in terms of their approaches to
similar themes and topics

S3

Analyze how a key individual, event or idea is
introduced, illustrated and elaborated in text

S4

Integrate information presented in different
media or formats as well as in words to develop
a coherent understanding of a topic or issue

S5

Compare and contrast one author's
presentation of events with that of another

S6

Write informational texts to examine a topic or
convey ideas:  introduce topic or thesis,
develop topic, use appropriate transitions, use
precise language, write in a formal style,
provide a conclusion

S7

Conduct short research projects

S8

Gather/compare relevant information from
multiple sources

S9

Evaluate the credibility of sources

S10
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comprehend literary nonfiction in the
grades 68 text complexity band
proficiently, with scaffolding as needed
at the high end of the range. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RI.6.10

Quote and paraphrase data and conclusions of
others avoiding plagiarism

S11

Create a bibliography

S12

Interpret information from diverse sources

S13

Use a multimedia approach to deliver
information to an audience. 

S14

Recognize how different cultures cannot only
coexist, but how this can also create conflict. 

© Eduplanet21 2018 Page 13 of 13 Report produced on: Tue, January 02, 2018 at 4:04 PM


